GHOSTS, NATURE-BEINGS, AND GODS

the lowest savage. There is, of course, a long
way between the sudden, temporary, and isolated
personification of a natural phenomenon and the
stable and generalised belief in the existence of
personal agents behind visible nature. What we
mean to assert here is merely that the systema-
tised belief can have arisen out of the impulsive
and occasional personification of awe-striking and
frightening spectacles.

(4) Many persons have observed with surprise
the apparition in young children of the problem
of creation. A child notices a curiously-shaped
stone, and asks who made it. He is told that it
was formed in the stream by the water. Then,
suddenly, he throws out, in quick succession,
questions that are as much exclamations of
astonishment as queries,' Who made the stream,
who the mountain, who the earth ?' The neces-
sity of a Maker is, no doubt, borne in upon the
savage at a very early time, not upon every
member of a tribe, but upon some peculiarly
gifted individual, who imparts to his fellows the
awe-striking idea of a mysterious, all-powerful
Creator. The form under which the Creator is
imagined is, of course, derived from the beings
with which his senses have made the savage
familiar.